Wayland Partnership News
December 2015

Wishes all our Partner
Parishes and Organisations, our supporters
and our friends a Very Happy Christmas

Wayland Partnership, Wayland House, Watton, Norfolk IP25 6AR
Registered Charity No. 1081310: Company No. 3869712

Partnership Diary
November 30th Partnership Representatives Meeting
December 1st Dementia Café
December 1st Wayland Women in Business Lunch
December 18th Gallery Closes
December 21st to January 4th Wayland Partnership Office and Gallery closed for Christmas & New Year
January 27th SNAP meeting Fire Station 2.00pm
January 29th Farmhouse Breakfast: Broom Hall

Introduction
2015 has been a year of highs and lows but it has also been a really good year with more activity and development that we could have hoped for. All of the good things that happen at Wayland House are the result of wonderful teamwork by the trustees, the amazing part time staff, who work as if they were full time, and our lovely
team of volunteers.
Our most recent successful event
was the World War 1 weekend including an amazing Exhibition
brought together by the Wayland
Heritage Groups. The highlight on
Saturday was the inspirational talk
by Norfolk historian Neil Storey.
The Act of Commemoration on Sunday was so moving that many were
in tears. The names of the fallen
from each Wayland village were
read aloud while a candle was lit for
each community. Ashill Harmony
and the Phoenix Pipes and Drums,
together with the air cadets provided music and atmosphere.
So now we look forward to 2016 with new opportunities for health programmes addressing local issues, continued work on supporting people with Dementia and their carers and for a young people’s environment project
and an intergenerational project. We will be holding our annual Farmhouse Breakfast at the end of January with
the theme ‘The Business of Tourism’ and then, at the end of February, we will be launching the new season in
the Dragonfly Gallery which will be celebrating its 10th Anniversary in April. Each year we have tried to make the
Gallery programme as varied and interesting as possible for local people and visitors alike, and 2016 will be no
different—see the Gallery page for more information.
We are also giving early notice of our Photography competition. There are some amazing photographers in the
area and we would like to challenge them to produce pictures of Norfolk which will be displayed in the Gallery
during August. More details for all of the 2016 programme will be available after Christmas.
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I am writing this straight after our 2nd Well Wayland meeting this
morning and I am still buzzing! I am delighted to report that the
group is working exactly as I hoped it would with organisations and
individuals who have a passion to make a difference to people’s
lives coming together to share ideas and to work collaboratively.
Today we were joined by representatives from the Surgery, the Health Clinic, the Library, the Children’s Centre,
Breckland Council and other voluntary organisations talking about what they are working on and how we can help
each other. With cuts in public services it will be more and more up to groups like this to pool resources to address
community health and wellbeing and this is a great start.
Key areas of focus for the group will be better sharing of information between groups/organisations, a co-ordinated
programme of health promotion (including falls prevention in the elderly), loneliness and isolation, healthy eating,
children and young people and men. The
group also agreed that they would like to
attend the Wayland Show again next year
as it was such a great way of reaching
different people in a very enjoyable
setting.
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday
26th January, 10am at Wayland House.
The meeting is open to anyone with an
interest, whether professional or
personal, in health and wellbeing in the
Wayland area. Please email
Suzanne@wayland.org.uk if you would
like further information.
Youth Social Action Project
Our inter-generational project is now up
and running and we are busy recruiting
young people to take part. Please see the
separate advertisements for information
for young people who want to get involved either with the environmental project or the IT project.
However, if you are over 55 and would
like help and advice with a smart phone ,
tablet or PC (or if you know someone else
who could benefit!) please register your
interest with us now (in person at our
offices, by phone on 880204 or by email
Suzanne@wayland.org.uk) and we will
contact you with information about the
first available dates for training.
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The Dragonfly Gallery
‘Mistletoe and Wine’ our 2015 Christmas Exhibition,
has already been one of our most successful to date
and it still has more than a week to go. One of the
joys of having a community art gallery is that we
meet such lovely people with outstanding talent.
Our challenge each year is to create a programme
for the following year which excites and inspires visitors to the Gallery. The programme for 2016 is developing well with a number of solo shows by both old friends and new
ones as well as the programme of mixed media shows across the year.
Our programme of workshops has been very well received and we have an
interesting and varied menu of possibilities for next year including more
mosaics (to meet the demand!) . But there will also be new activities including watercolour painting, a session called ‘Paint Like Picasso’ (which
sounds like fun!), Creative Writing , crochet both for beginners and more
advanced, felt work and more. Those who attended this year will know what fun these sessions are and what
good value. If there is a topic of interest we have not covered, let us know. There will be one very special workshop for parents and children as we celebrate St George’s day on April 23rd. Look out for the details after Christmas but that should be a really fun, patriotic week.
We will also be launching the Wayland Photographer of the Year competition. There will be two classes—
Amateur (for those for whom photography is a hobby and who do not sell their work) and Professional (for those
who sell their work). Participants can enter up to three photographs taken in Norfolk which must not have been
entered into any other competition, and there will be an entry fee of £3.00 which will be used to create the prize
fund (the more entries, the bigger the prizes!) . Photographs will need to be submitted by the end of June when
there will be a short listing process. The short listed pictures will be displayed in the Gallery throughout August . Pictures should be no smaller than A4 and no larger then A3 and should be mounted. There will be two
trophies and three prizes—one for the Amateur Group, one of the Professional Group and a People’s choice
prize—Gallery visitors will be invited to choose their favourite picture during August. Full terms and conditions
will be available from the beginning of January.

The Visitor Centre
The Dragonfly Gallery is also the home to the Wayland Visitor Centre which has a wide range of information about the Wayland area, the Brecks and Norfolk. There is a range of small souvenirs and postcards which we
are planning to extend over the coming year, as well as locally produced calendar.
The Centre is stewarded by our wonderful team of volunteers who
are well informed about the area.
The Visitor Centre can also offer wi-fi to visitors to enable travellers
to access the internet. Just ask the steward for an access code.
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The Norfolk Literature Project
Have you got that unfinished book hiding in the deepest corners of your PC? Are you
searching for that great opening line? Then you may want to consider working with the
Norfolk Literature Project, created by local author Robin Reece. Robin has always had a
great passion for storytelling and creative writing, over the summer the young author
published his first book and now has three scheduled releases for 2016 and will be working with The Next Generation to deliver an anthology. Robin has always tried to make it
clear to everyone he meets that he did not achieve anything alone, and as such aspires
to give back to the writing community.
The Norfolk Literature Project is an organisation that delivers English based workshops to GCSE and A – Level students. The same experience is now being offered to all ages, mainly those who have left school, but at a more extensive level. An eight week course will be held at Wayland House, Watton. The course will be starting in early
January and there will be an hour lesson each week to help people develop their creative writing. The course will be
taught by author Robin Reece who is a local author based in Watton and is supported by the Wayland Partnership
Trust. Part of the course will involve developing the analytical skills of those who join the course by looking intently
at the authors Bestselling book ‘Without You’.
The course aims to help people develop their ability to write in a way they may never have expected through the
use of fun and interactive activities to release the inner creative mind you have kept locked away. As well as having
access to the inner thoughts of a successful writer to see how their mind works and how they may be able to take
inspiration from the author and start their own writing career.
For the low price of £35, including the cost of materials, you can have the full extent of a creative writing course
while having full access to a published author for less than £4.50 a week. The usual cost of a course that offers the
same curriculum would cost you in excess of £75. The course has a limited intake of 15 available places. These will
be offered on a first come first serve basis. Those who show great amounts of talent could also be considered for
“The Next Generation” if you are interested or would like to find out more than please contact a member of our
team below.
Contact number: 07568 581 550
Contact E-mail: Author-Robinreece@outlook.com
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Farmhouse Breakfast
The 2016 Wayland Farmhouse Breakfast will take place on January 29th at Broom Hall Country Hotel. The Breakfast, which we
have held every year but one since 2000 is a celebration of local
food and an opportunity for networking. In 2015 the theme of
the Breakfast was The Business of Farming and this year it will
be The Business of Tourism. Tourism is a major contributor to
both the Wayland and the Brecks economy and a number of
those involved in the industry are seeking ways to maximize the
Farmhouse Breakfast 2015
assets and opportunities available to visitors to our area, and to
Photo Debbie Harris 2UP Photography
ensure that they are marketed as widely as possible to people
new to the area staying in our excellent and varied accommodation. And we also
need to keep local people informed, especially those new to the area moving into new homes. This year, instead of
keynote speakers, we will invite guests to offer brief three minute 'soundbites' - information about events, tourism
related comments, positive ideas and suggestions. We are hoping that mid - Norfolk MP, George Freeman will be
able to join us again.
The cost of the breakfast will be £10.50 . Call Jan on 01953 880202 or email her at jan@wayland.org.uk if you
would like to attend and if you would like a 'soundbite' slot.
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About the Wayland Partnership
The Partnership was formed as a company limited by guarantee in 1999 and in 2000 was the first Community Partnership to achieve charitable status. The Partner representatives meet bi-monthly to discuss/approve activity.
THE PARTNERSHIP VISION AGREED IN 2000
To create and sustain a knowledge-based economy for the Wayland area focused on the heritage, culture and the natural and built environment of the market town of Watton and the surrounding village
communities, to the benefit of all who live, work and visit here.
AIM
To promote the economic, social, cultural and environmental, well-being of the Wayland area.
OBJECTIVES
The Wayland Partnership will achieve its vision by:

celebrating local distinctiveness in both the market town of Watton and the thirteen rural parishes which make up its hinterland.



enabling and delivering activities and projects identified by the community and agreed by the
Partner parishes and organisations in the action plan.



responding to the needs of the whole Wayland Community, but especially those who are most
deprived.



promoting and encouraging lifelong learning projects enabling access to opportunities to improve
learning and skills.



promoting and encouraging healthy living projects and supporting community health and safety



supporting the business community and encouraging new growth.



supporting and enabling town centre enhancement.



providing facilities and activities to support and encourage an increase in visitors to the Wayland
area



seeking ways to ensure access to essential services as well as to leisure and learning for those
who need it.



supporting and enabling improvements to the environment, protecting the flora and fauna and
SSSIs and ensuring that it is safe and attractive for all.



supporting and enabling improvements in facilities and opportunities for both young and retired
residents



supporting Partner Parishes in developing action plans from their community appraisals.



Seeking funding streams to allow delivery of the action plan



representing the Wayland-wide Community’s needs and wishes with Public, Private and Voluntary Sector bodies when appropriate.



Lobbying on behalf of Partners when requested
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Contact us:
Business & Community Development Manager
Suzanne Rhind
01953 880204
suzanne@wayland.org.uk

Dragonfly Gallery:
Arts & Events Manager
Susan Hollingworth
01953 880205
susan@wayland.org.uk

Trustees
Jan Godfrey (Chair)
01953 880202
jan@wayland.org.uk

Visitor Centre
Arts & Events Manager or duty Steward
01953 880212

Heritage
Bronwen Tyler
01953 483741

All other enquiries to
Reception:
01953 883915

Website: www.wayland.org.uk
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