
Dates for the Diary  

Partnership  Reps Meeting : Monday July 27th 7.15 for 7.30  
Partners Planning meeting July 16th 7.00 
Heritage Focus Group :  Thursday June 11th 7.00pm Sports Centre 
SNAP Meeting July 29th  2.00pm Fire station 
Dementia Café  July 7th Watton CCC 10.00 
Carnival June 14th 
Classic Car Show June 21st 
Business Lunch July 9th Broom Hall Hotel 12.00 
Wayland Show  August 2nd 
WWI Heritage event Sports Centre November 14th & 15th 

June 

2015 

News round-up 

Another month has flown by – a month dominated of course by the general and local elections. As a non-partisan or-

ganisation, it has been interesting for us to listen to the many and varied points of view of Wayland House visitors, and 

to observe the conduct of the campaigns in Watton and Wayland. Now that the excitement is over and we are settling 

down, in some cases to the old regime, in some to new wards and new members, we are turning our attention to new 

funding opportunities. In order to ensure that we are developing a plan that will genuinely meet the economic, social, 

cultural and environmental needs of the Wayland community we have been talking to Partners and have prepared a 

short survey asking people to help us prioritise those needs. If you would  like  to give your view, pop in to Wayland 

House for a copy of the survey – and if you already have one please complete and return it! 

Together with the Wayland Chamber of Commerce we will be hosting a business lunch at 

Broom Hall Hotel on July 9th when the keynote speaker will be Anna Graves, the Chief Execu-

tive of the Breckland and South Holland Councils. The theme is ‘Wayland Open for Business’ 

and the meeting will focus on the economic future of our area. Anyone who would like to 

attend should contact Jan on 880202 for more information. 

Dawson's Law, College Farm  and Norfolk Wildlife Trust organised a ‘Netwalking’ ‘event on 

23rd April, meeting at College Farm, walking on Thompson Common for about an hour re-

turning to College Farm for tea & cake and an opportunity to network. It was a glorious after-

noon in the sunshine and really interesting. 

Two days later a Business Breakfast was hosted by the Wayland Academy in Partnership with the Small Business Associa-

tion, when Principal Glen Allott outlined the Academy’s vision for the coming year. 

The Dementia Café has now met four times and the steering group has met this week  to review progress and plan for 

the future. We continue to be very grateful for the unsolicited donations, amounting to £1700 to date, which will help to 

ensure the sustainability of the scheme. Although the Café has been well attended so far, there is space for more. It is a 

two hour session on the first Tuesday of the month at the Christian Community Centre. Members and Volunteers play 

games and have a sing-song and the carers have the opportunity to share some time together. The Wayland Aware pro-

ject will have a stand in the Health & Wellbeing Marquee at the Wayland Show. 

We also still have some space this latest health venture – the Health and Well-being marquee at the Wayland Show on 

August 2nd which for us replaces our Health Fair. If your business or group is related to physical or mental fitness and 

well-being and you would like to promote it at an event attended by thousands of people, then contact Suzanne on 

880204, especially if you can also offer a demonstration of dance or martial arts for example. 

On June 6th we will be launching our June exhibition which is a solo show by the wonderful textile artist Linda Turner. At 

the end of the morning from 12.00 – 1.00 we will be hosting a Big Lunch, part of a national, Big Lottery supported pro-

ject inspired by the Eden Project, to bring communities together and address loneliness. Contact Jan if you would like to 

attend. The food will be simple but the welcome will be warm.  

 



The H.A.P.P.Y. Project 

I am writing this with my fingers crossed (which makes typing difficult!) as I have just 

submitted a bid to the People’s Trust Active Communities Fund for a project we are 

hoping to start in the Autumn. The H.A.P.P.Y (Health, Active, Positive, People…You!) 

project will look to develop some new activities in the Wayland area that can tackle 

loneliness amongst older people and also increasingly young people. Having had our 

Stage 1 application approved we hope that we will go on to be successful with the main 

bid.  More details will follow if the grant is approved. 

Consultation 

Following the sending out of a form to fund out what the key areas of need are in the Wayland area, we have now re-

ceived a few back. The main issues that are coming out on top so far are support for tourism, developing co-ordinated 

community-led plans for development reflecting local needs, better broadband, combating loneliness and social isola-

tion and support for NEET (Not in employment, education or training) young people. This feedback is really important 

and helps us to see where the need is and where we could develop projects, work in partnership or access funding to 

meet those needs. If you would like to complete the consultation please email us for your copy. 

Health & Wellbeing at the Wayland Show on Sunday 2nd August 

As we have mentioned we are bringing a new attraction to the Wayland Show this year – the Health & Wellbeing mar-

quee. Interest has been great and we have a wide variety of stalls and demonstrations booked already including Pets as 

Therapy, the Master Gardeners, Neals Yard Remedies, Ashill Harmony, the WEA Looking Good - Feeling Great, Total 

Health Pharmacy and Therapists and the Health Trainers to name but a few.  

If you are a local organisation that would like a stall to fundraise or promote your group/business then please contact 

me as soon as possible as there are not many spaces left.  

Support for the Community 

Part of my role is to support other groups and work in partnership. Over the last few months I have met with the team 

at Watton SureStart centre, the W.E.A (Workers Educational Association), the new Recycling Officers at Breckland Coun-

cil as well as the new Watton Town Clerk. I have also started working with Ashill Village Hall Committee and Watton 

Museum team to help them with funding for their projects. If you have an idea for a project and need help or would like 

to work together, please get in touch. 



On June 3rd the Wayland Academy unveiled ‘the Mighty Oakus’ - one of 84 GoGo Dragons which, from the 

end of June, will grace the streets  and public Places of Norwich and will be raising funds for Break, the main 

organiser and beneficiary of this year’s project. 

Break’s vision is to ensure children, young people and families reach their 

full potential and shape their own futures in a safe and creative environ-

ment.  

‘Mighty Oakus’ is an amazing creation by artist Lisa Kirkham, (who worked 

with the Year 8 students)  reflecting the students’ view of the Wayland area 

and the Brecks and so it is covered, not only in oak leaves but with the vari-

ety of flora and fauna to be found in the area from bluebells to red squir-

rels , badgers, deer and a variety of birds. The Academy is working hard to 

raise funds for  Break and we can all help by visiting their Just Giving page 

and making a donation. 

www.justgiving.com/waylandgogodragon/ 



Providing opportunities for the children of Watton  

and surrounding areas 

Lisa Savage, Manager 

Since starting my role at Watton Sports and Social Association, it became apparent 

very quickly that the young people did not feel that it was “their” facility. 

I felt very strongly about this and have done everything in my power to ensure that 

children/young adults do feel that we welcome all.  This is my commitment to the people of Watton. 

During the school holidays, we are opening our  All-Weather Court for the children to use.  We also ensure that there 

is a good selection of drinks and snacks available to purchase from reception, plus we are always open for hot drinks 

for the parents to enjoy – this is open to all those using the Watton Town Council play area which is adjacent to the 

Centre. 

We have also recently invested in 4 new picnic benches for all to enjoy – be it watching football or just chilling with 

snacks from our bar. 

We loan footballs out for the children to use, and don’t expect them to have a great deal of resources, so, all we ask is 

for a deposit – be it a jacket or bag etc – which is stored safely in reception. 

I have recently launched a Junior Membership.  This enables those in school years 7-11 to access leisure activities with 

ease and affordability.  The membership is only £7.50 for the year, and this permits card-holders to access the Pool 

Table area opposite the bar (50p play), and also entitles 

them to half price Badminton, Squash and Racketball – 

bringing the cost down to only £3.75 an hour – so less 

than £1 if 4 youngsters wish to play Badminton, for 

example.  (Racquet/equipment hire is 50p per item).  

The only restriction to the Junior membership is that 

access is up until 6pm, but it is 7 days a week. 

We welcome families to the Centre also, and offer child 

friendly menu’s so there is something for everyone.  

When there are no major sports events being screened, 

we are happy to put child-friendly music channels on 

for all to enjoy. 

 

FACILITIES AND ACTIVITIES AVAILABLE AT WSA&SC 

ALL WEATHER COURT 

ASTRO TURF 

FIVE-A-SIDE FOOTBALL 

BOUNCY CASTLE HIRE 

CONFERENCING 

MEETING ROOMS 

DARTS 

FITNESS CENTRE 

FOOTBALL 

FUNCTION ROOMS 

HOCKEY 

NETBALL 

OUTDOOR BOWLS 

ROLLER SKATING 

RUGBY (RFU & RFL) 

SNOOKER ROOM 

POOL TABLE 

SQUASH 

RACQUET BALL 

MEMBERS BAR 

SKY SPORTS 

BT SPORT 

TABLE TENNIS 

TENNIS 

WALKING TRACK – 1KM 

FREE WIFI 

PERSONAL TRAINING 

FITNESS CLASSES 

MEMBERS LUNCH 

(THURS 12PM £5) 

CURRY NIGHT 

(THURS) 

FISH ‘N’ CHIP NIGHT 

(FRIDAY) 

WARM WELCOME 

FRIENDLY STAFF  



Workshops 

The Spring wreath workshop on April 18th was a great 

success and the resulting wreaths  are delightful. We are 

planning to do a  workshop later in the year. 

Next up are two very different but very exciting work-

shops  -  the first was a watercolour pencil workshop on 

May 16th led by Becka Elliott which was very well re-

ceived and on July 11th a paper flower workshop will be 

led by Erin Moss, (see flyers below) and a very few spaces are left for this. On September  5th and 

12th Becka will be back to lead  mosaic workshops. Places for all of these are limited and are selling 

quickly so if you are interested contact Susan (01953 880205 susa@wayland.org.uk) as soon as pos-

sible. We have already added a second date for the Mosaic workshop. 

Other workshops are at the planning stage but there will almost certainly be a second wreath mak-

ing workshop before Christmas, and as always there is a full programme of exhibitions in the Gallery 

supported by a wide range of crafts, cards and souvenirs. 

Pop into the Gallery or call Susan (01953 880205) to 

learn more. 
Saturday 5th September  & 



If anyone in the Wayland area has a father, grandfather or great-grandfather  who served and died in WWI please get in 

touch, we would love you to be involved in the commemoration event. Call Bronwen (01953 483741) 

Wayland Aware 

The first two of the training sessions for busi-

nesses took place in March and Wayland is well 

on the way to becoming  a Wayland Aware com-

munity. The focus of the steering group is now 

upon developing the Dementia Café which was 

launched on March 3rd and has held further ses-

sions on the first Tuesday of each month since,. 

The steering group is very grateful to the volun-

teers who  join us to support the group and at 

the each session the carers are able to meet to-

gether to share their experiences and ask ques-

tions. We are also grateful to all who hoave 

joined us to provide music at some of the ses-

sions 

New Projects 

We have become aware of a new piece of research that tells us that two out of three people under 35 years of age are 

lonely. We would be interested to know of young people locally  who feel that they have no friends and feel lonely. Con-

tact Suzanne on 01953 880204. 

A big ‘Thank You’ to those who have offered jig-saws, games etc for the De-

mentia Café. It is much appreciated. 

 

Presentation of a cheque for £816.24 raised at the Wayland Women in 

Business Fashion Show in  March 



About the Wayland Partnership  

The Partnership was formed as a company limited by guarantee in 1999 and in 2000 was the first 
Community Partnership to achieve charitable status. The Partner representatives meet bi-monthly 
to discuss/approve activity. 

THE PARTNERSHIP VISION AGREED IN 2000 

To create and sustain a knowledge-based economy for the Wayland area focused on the heritage, 
culture and the natural and built environment of the market town of Watton and the surrounding 
village communities, to the benefit of all who live, work and visit here. 

AIM 

To promote the economic, social, cultural and environmental, well-being of the Wayland area. 

OBJECTIVES 

The Wayland Partnership will achieve its vision by:- 

 celebrating local distinctiveness in both the market town of Watton and the thirteen rural  
parishes which make up its hinterland. 

 enabling and delivering activities and projects identified by the community and agreed by 
the Partner parishes and organisations in the action plan. 

 responding to the needs of the whole Wayland Community, but especially those who are 
most deprived. 

 promoting and encouraging lifelong learning projects enabling access to opportunities to im-
prove learning and skills. 

 promoting and encouraging healthy living projects and supporting community health and 
safety 

 supporting the business community and encouraging new growth. 

 supporting and enabling town centre enhancement. 

 providing facilities and activities to support and encourage an increase in visitors to the Way-
land area  

 seeking ways to ensure access to essential services as well as to leisure and learning for 
those who need it. 

 supporting and enabling improvements to the environment, protecting the flora and fauna 
and SSSIs and ensuring that it is safe and attractive for all.  

 supporting and enabling improvements in facilities and opportunities for both young and re-
tired residents 

 supporting Partner Parishes in developing action plans from their community appraisals. 

 Seeking funding streams to allow delivery of the action plan 

 representing  the Wayland-wide Community’s needs and wishes with Public, Private and Vol-
untary Sector bodies when appropriate.  

 Lobbying on behalf of Partners when requested 



Contact us:  

Business & Community  Development Manager 

Suzanne Rhind 

01953 880204 

suzanne@wayland.org.uk 

 

Dragonfly Gallery: 

Arts & Events Manager 

Susan Hollingworth 

01953 880205 

susan@wayland.org.uk 

 

Trustees 

Jan Godfrey (Chair) 

01953 880202 

jan@wayland.org.uk 

 

Visitor Centre 

Arts & Events Manager or duty Steward 

01953 880212 

 

Heritage 

Bronwen Tyler 

01953 483741 

 

All other enquiries to 

Reception: 

01953 883915 

 

Website: www.wayland.org.uk 

 


