Dates for the Diary
Partnership Reps Meeting : Monday May 11th
7.15 for 7.30 (Please note change of date)
Partners Planning meeting July 16th 7.00
Heritage Focus Group : Week Beg June 8th 7.00pm Sports Centre
SNAP Meeting May 27th 2.00pm Fire station
Dementia Café May 5th 10.00

Spring
2015

Parish Clerks, Organisation secretaries, please share this newsletter with your elected members and committees etc.

Ecobugs, Adcocks and Jan Godfrey
Wayland Winners—Pride in Breckland Awards March 20th
People from Breckland who have shown dedication to their communities and made a big difference to the lives of
local people have been honoured at a glittering awards event.
Breckland Council announced the winners of its nine Pride of Breckland Awards at a ceremony held on Friday
(March 20) at Queens Hall, in Watton. Guests at the event included the 27 finalists and their families, plus
representatives from Breckland Council and its partners, including members of the Pride in Breckland Board.
As well as seeing the nine winners announced, the guests heard from inspirational speaker Sergeant Duncan
Slater, an RAF Afghanistan veteran whose legs had to be amputated after his military vehicle hit an Improvised
Explosive Device. Since his double amputation, Sgt Slater has cycled from Land’s End to John O’Groats and
become the only double amputee ever to make it to the South Pole.
People were also entertained by the Sing Your Heart Out project, an award-winning group based in Attleborough
for people who enjoy the boost to their mental wellbeing gained through singing together, and Norfolk-based
harpist Rebecca Barnes. The evening was hosted by Richard Wills from Breckland Training Services, Breckland
Council’s training and development service. The event was also supported by a number of other local companies.
The Pride in Breckland Awards were sponsored by the Eastern Daily Press, Capita, Parkwood Community Leisure,
and Serco.

Exciting New Opportunity for Wayland Businesses & the Wider Community
In the past the Wayland Partnership has successfully accessed large-scale
funding to develop projects that have benefited the area whether that was
high street improvements, support for tourism or heritage schemes. Therefore it has been disappointing that in recent years we have seen that funding
dry up. However, we are now at the start of a new round of funding programmes that we could attempt to access to once again make significant impacts on the development of the Wayland area.
So, if you, like us, want to see real economic change in the Wayland area, whether that is in food,
housing, finance, energy, tourism or any other area of economic development then this is the time
to come together to access a new initiative that could help us on our way.
This national initiative, known as the Community Economic Development programme, provides
specialist support, advice and grant funding to help residents, businesses, charities and public sector organisations to work together to develop the best ideas to strengthen their local economy.
Important issues for our local economy at the moment include housing development, supporting
the high street, helping small businesses, improving access to broadband, employment for young
people and support for tourism to name but a few. This programme could help us put a plan in
place that could start to address some of these needs and concerns. However to be successful we
have to show that we are passionate people who are committed to working together on a local
economic plan that can deliver real local benefits.
Examples of existing schemes elsewhere in the country include:
In West Dorset, rural communities have created local food links and new food enterprises.
In the Black Country, a loan fund supports local businesses turned down by high street banks to
survive and thrive.
Why should you be involved?
CED will give us the means to get on and do something that will benefit our local economy. By
working together as a community, those benefits can be felt where they are needed most, such as
tackling unemployment, improving energy efficiency, boosting local spend and more.
If you want to make these kinds of changes happen here in Wayland, we encourage both individuals and businesses to get involved with us to help strengthen our voice and therefore our bid to the
CED programme. Time is short though as the bid must be submitted by 8 th May so to find out more
and get involved contact us now.

The Dragonfly Gallery
& Visitor Centre
Top Pictures : artists for the ‘Spring is in
the Air’ Exhibition with Susan and Patron
Peggy Spencer.

Bottom Picture—some examples of the
stunning work for the Handmade in Norfolk Exhibition due to begin on May 2nd.
In addition to curating some amazing exhibitions this year, we have been turning our attention to the Visitor Centre.
The Centre is stacked with really good information about what there is to see and do in the Wayland area, in the
Brecks and beyond and the volunteer stewards are well-informed about the area, but this is only useful if visitors to
the area know where it is.
With the help of a number of local advertisers and sponsors, we advertised the area and the main local events in the
most glossy tourism publication the Best in Norfolk and we have produces leaflets and guides and this week Susan has
toured the area visiting all of our local accommodation providers and destinations to make sure that they have all the
information they need and a location guide to make sure they can find us. The location guide is also in the car park
notice boards. Susan really appreciated the warm welcome she received everywhere she went..
Tourism is a massive income generator for Norfolk with the annual income exceeding that of Tourism in Cornwall! But
in Wayland and the Brecks, the tourism offering is under-developed and unrecognised . We need to develop the yearround visitor economy and increase stay visitors in Breckland – and grow jobs so that we can benefit from our share of
the opportunity Tourism offers to the rest of the county.

Workshops
The Spring wreath workshop on April 18th was a great
success and the resulting wreaths are delightful. We are
planning to do a Christmas wreath workshop later in the
year.
Next up are two very different but very exciting workshops - the first is a watercolour pencil workshop on
May 16th led by Becka Elliott and on July 11th a paper
flower workshop led by Erin Moss. Later in the year on September 12th Becka will be back to lead a
mosaic workshop. Places for all of these are limited and are selling quickly so it you are interested
contact Susan (01953 880205 susa@wayland.org.uk) as soon as possible.

Other workshops are at the planning stage and as always
there is a full programme of exhibitions in the Gallery
supported by a wide range of crafts, cards and souvenirs.
Pop into the Gallery or call Susan (01953 880205) to
learn more.

The Wayland Heritage Group continues to work towards the main event to commemorate WW1. In addition to displays
from the Parish Heritage groups, performances from adults and children, a talk by the well-known local historian Neil
Storey, there will be a ceremony to commemorate those who were lost, when a candle will be lit for each of the fallen.
Following this event, the research that has been done over the past year will be collated into a special commemorative
book.
If anyone in the Wayland area has a father, grandfather or great-grandfather who served and died in WWI please get in
touch, we would love you to be involved in the commemoration event. Call Bronwen (01953 483741)
Wayland Aware
The first two of the training sessions for businesses have taken
place and Wayland is well on the way to becoming a Wayland
Aware community. The focus of the steering group is now upon
developing the Dementia Café which was launched on March
3rd and on April 7th held its second session. The steering group
is very grateful to the volunteers who join us to support the
group and at the second session the carers were able to meet together to share their experiences and ask questions.
New Projects
We have become aware of a new piece of research that tells us that two out of three people under 35 years of age are
lonely. We would be interested to know of young people locally who feel that they have no friends and feel lonely. Contact Suzanne on 01953 880204.
A big ‘Thank You’ to those who have offered jig-saws, games etc for the Dementia Café. It is much appreciated.

Wayland Partnership Meeting April 16th 2015
Please note that this is a brief summary of the meeting, not a detailed report.
Present : Saham Toney; Caston; Griston; Stow Bedon & Breckles; Ovington; Ashill; Thompson;
Hockham; Carbrooke; Breckland Council; What Watton Wants/Wayland Chamber; Wayland Partnership.
Apologies: Little Cressingham Parish Council
There was no representation from the Parish Councils of Gt Cressingham or Scoulton or from Watton Town Council.
JG welcomed those attending and outlined the purpose of the meeting.
The issues of Neighbourhood planning, appraisal/consultation, Community and economic development and new funding streams had been raised both at representatives meetings and by individuals and given the local concern regarding planning applications and the fast approaching funding
deadlines, it seemed sensible to bring everyone together to share concerns and ideas.
RH had attended a day-long seminar led by NALC on Neighbourhood plans. While there were a
number of examples of good practice there was a variation in costs and mixed views as to the usefulness of the exercise.
The group debated the value/necessity of creating Neighbourhood plans. Some felt that while the
Breckland Plan, with which Neighbourhood plans must comply, was being completed, Parish appraisals might be a useful way to consult with the community. Some felt a stronger threat from
planning proposals than others and so felt the need to act sooner. MW was able to reassure partners with regard to the role of the planning department and explain some of the issues.
PA had attended a meeting of the What Watton Wants Group and had been elected Chairman. The
Group is at a very early stage of consultation and development and needs to attract a wider membership. There will be a meeting at Wayland Hall on May 5th.
JG spoke about the funding opportunities which may help to resolve some of the issues in the parishes.
Rural Development Funding (SR to attend a local Action Group meeting on May 14 th
ERDF European Regional Development Fund – JG to attend planning meeting on May 13th
JG needs Partners to feed suggestions/ideas as soon as possible.
Those attending felt the meeting had been useful. Agreed to meet again in 3 months. In the meantime Parishes wanting to explore Appraisal route would speak to Jan.
Date of next meeting July 16th Wayland House 7.00pm (2 from each parish)
NB A list of possible projects which might attract Rural Development or ERDF will be circulated to
parish partners very soon. We need to know your priorities. For more information contact Jan
(880202) OR Suzanne (880204)

About the Wayland Partnership
The Partnership was formed as a company limited by guarantee in 1999 and in 2000 was the first
Community Partnership to achieve charitable status. The Partner representatives meet bi-monthly
to discuss/approve activity.
THE PARTNERSHIP VISION AGREED IN 2000
To create and sustain a knowledge-based economy for the Wayland area focused on the heritage,
culture and the natural and built environment of the market town of Watton and the surrounding
village communities, to the benefit of all who live, work and visit here.
AIM
To promote the economic, social, cultural and environmental, well-being of the Wayland area.
OBJECTIVES
The Wayland Partnership will achieve its vision by:

celebrating local distinctiveness in both the market town of Watton and the thirteen rural
parishes which make up its hinterland.



enabling and delivering activities and projects identified by the community and agreed by
the Partner parishes and organisations in the action plan.



responding to the needs of the whole Wayland Community, but especially those who are
most deprived.



promoting and encouraging lifelong learning projects enabling access to opportunities to improve learning and skills.



promoting and encouraging healthy living projects and supporting community health and
safety



supporting the business community and encouraging new growth.



supporting and enabling town centre enhancement.



providing facilities and activities to support and encourage an increase in visitors to the Wayland area



seeking ways to ensure access to essential services as well as to leisure and learning for
those who need it.



supporting and enabling improvements to the environment, protecting the flora and fauna
and SSSIs and ensuring that it is safe and attractive for all.



supporting and enabling improvements in facilities and opportunities for both young and retired residents



supporting Partner Parishes in developing action plans from their community appraisals.



Seeking funding streams to allow delivery of the action plan



representing the Wayland-wide Community’s needs and wishes with Public, Private and Voluntary Sector bodies when appropriate.



Lobbying on behalf of Partners when requested

Contact us:
Business & Community Development Manager
Suzanne Rhind
01953 880204
suzanne@wayland.org.uk

Dragonfly Gallery:
Arts & Events Manager
Susan Hollingworth
01953 880205
susan@wayland.org.uk

Trustees
Jan Godfrey (Chair)
01953 880202
jan@wayland.org.uk

Visitor Centre
Arts & Events Manager or duty Steward
01953 880212

Heritage
Bronwen Tyler
01953 483741

All other enquiries to
Reception:
01953 883915

Website: www.wayland.org.uk

