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Pictures 1,2,3,& 5 by Debbie of 2up Photography and picture 4 by Susan, of ‘All I Want for
Christmas’ – the final Exhibition of 2016 in the Dragonfly Gallery, open until December 17th
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GOING………..GOING…………..GONE??
If, like me, you enjoy watching the many antique programmes on the TV these days,
you will be familiar with these auctioneer’s words before the gavel comes down.
But I don’t want to talk about what ‘cash might be in the attic’, but what treasures
we may have in our own backyards.
Recently, following a nationwide poll the hedgehog was unanimously voted as the
Nation’s Favourite amongst our Native British Wildlife. This does not surprise me at all, who could resist its appealing
features immortalised forever by Beatrix Potter as Mrs Tiggywinkle. They are also ‘The Gardeners Friend’, ridding us of
slugs and other garden pests. I wonder how many of those who voted know the distressing facts that currently surround
our treasured prickly friends?? Numbers have been devastated in the last ten years and the species is in real decline in
both rural and urban landscapes. We've lost a third of all our hedgehogs in ten years.
Unfortunately the only time most people see them these days is as road kill. It’s so sad because those killed crossing the
road are almost always mothers, trying to find food for their hungry ‘urchin’s’ (the name for baby hedgehogs).But, the
good news is we can all do our bit to help reverse this sad state of affairs. Here are a few suggestions to help encourage
hedgehogs to thrive once again:During their nocturnal hunt for food they can cover up to a two mile radius, so enclosed gardens prevent this happening. By simply cutting a hole (no bigger than a CD case) in the base of adjoining garden fences this will open up the territory for them. Keeping a small section of your garden wild, allowing the grass and brambles to grow provides valuable
shelter and hibernation opportunities. This ‘quiet’ part of the garden would also be perfect for a ‘hedgehog house’.
Come along to the Growing Together Acorn Fair at the Queen’s Hall, Watton on January 21st 2017 and find out how easy
they are to make.
Contrary to popular belief, please do not put out bread and milk. Instead make sure they have a source of fresh water to
drink, and put out a nice bowl of dog food or meaty cat food (not fishy) for them around dusk.
Don’t use slug pellets or other chemicals that may poison hedgehogs and other animals.
Don’t leave black plastic sacks lying about.
Don’t light a bonfire without checking to see if a hedgehog has moved in. Likewise don’t fork over compost heaps in
case they are in there keeping warm.
If you would like further advice and information on how you can help hedgehogs on your local patch, including information on habitat management and what to do if you find an injured or young hedgehog out in the day, contact the
British Hedgehog Preservation Society (BHPS). They will be able to tell you what to do and put you in the touch with the
right people, including hedgehog carers in your local area. Please visit their website at http://
www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk or call 01584 890 801.
Hedgehog Street, a national campaign led by British Hedgehog Preservation Society (BHPS) and People’s Trust for Endangered Species (PTES) is aimed at ensuring the hedgehog, remains a common and familiar part of British Life. It gives
people information on all aspects of hedgehog conservation work and how you can do your bit by signing up to
‘Hedgehog Street’. Please visit the website to find out more http://www.hedgehogstreet.org.
If this article has ‘wetted your appetite’ and you, your family, friends, school or community group want to learn more
do please come along to the Queens Hall from 10.00am until 2.00pm in January. The Acorn Fair will give you the opportunity to ‘meet the experts’ from Norfolk Wildlife Trust, The Brecks Project, RSPB, and Master Gardeners and Composters. There will be games, quizzes and workshops, as well as steaming mugs of hot tea and bacon rolls to keep out the
January chill. Please see our advertisement in the January edition of the Wayland News.
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Christmas 2016 Shop Window Competition
The theme of this year’s competition, sponsored by the
Wayland Chamber of Commerce, and judged by Deputy
Mayor, Stan Hebborn, was ‘A Christmas Carol’. The winners are listed below together with the Judges comments.
In first place the Pact Animal Charity Shop. Their window display epitomised the many facets of Christmas,
and of course the subject of ‘A Christmas Carol’. They
had made a donkey with very creative thinking, with
road signs to Bethlehem, a palm tree and displayed the
sheet music to ‘Little Donkey’. They also had information displayed showing how to sponsor a donkey in a sanctuary and other charity information.
By showing ‘A Christmas Carol’, the biblical inference of the Donkey en
route to Bethlehem and reminding that Christmas is a time for giving and
for Charity this ticked all of my boxes and more.
In second place, Total Health Pharmacy. Although I would struggle to find
the ‘Christmas Carol’ link to their display, the polar bear and bear cub with
a look of excitement and expectation on his face, sat around a Christmas
present depicted a peaceful family moment, free from other distractions
and was seasonally appropriate yet so far away from the multi-colours of
display so often used to decorate for Christmas.
In third place, Crafty Bee, Chaston place. Although third, this display clearly
took hours to prepare, and featured knitted characters and furniture from
Dickens ‘A Christmas Carol’, with Ebenezer Scrooge in a nightgown complete with Candlestick, and the ‘Ghost of Christmas Present’ with a turkey
looking on in trepidation alongside!

I would also like to mention the Dutch
Flower shop whose display was the
only one clearly illuminated at night
and eye catching.
Otherwise a big ‘Well Done’ to everyone who took the time to dress their
windows and enter into the spirit of
things!
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Aged 12-19? Looking for something
different to do in the holidays?

Practical Conservation Days
19th/20th/21st December 2016
Learn new skills. Have fun. Make a difference.

Meeting point:

Wayland House, High Street, Watton, IP25 6AR

Activity location:

Loch Neaton, Watton

Times:

10.15am – 2.15pm

Wear:

Old clothes, boots/trainers

Refreshments:

Drinks provided, please bring a packed lunch

Booking is essential and all participants must complete a consent
form prior to attendance.
For more information or to book a place contact: Debbie Murray
d.murray@tcv.org.uk 01603 274512 / 07740 899 691
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The H.A.P.P.Y Project
The HAPPY Project would like to wish you all A VERY HAPPY Christmas Time.
Please enjoy yourselves and keep warm and safe over the Festive Season.
The HAPPY Project aims to meet the needs of isolated and lonely people in our
area as well as some of the villages. It is hoped that if funding is available we may
be able to extend the project further into other Wayland villages in the future.
Loneliness and isolation is high on the radar at the current time, there are items on the internet each day
dropping into my mail box, it is quite difficult to know which path to follow to try and meet people’s
needs.
What do you think? Do you have any ideas that you would like to see take place and would like to become involved in? Would you like to be a volunteer and help someone who may be lonely by encouraging
them to join one of our existing groups and make new friends thus bringing a little light into their lives?
The Games Group meets in Watton Library every Friday afternoon from 1:30 to 3:30 come along and join
in a game of Draughts or Dominoes or perhaps you fancy a game of Scrabble or Monopoly.
The HAPPY Social Group now renamed Watton Active Social People (WASPS) is not just for Watton folk
any one can join in! They meet sometimes in an afternoon and sometimes in an evening. Evening
meetings are held at The Hare and Barrel. Watch out for posters in The High Street informing you when
the next meeting is taking place, it will be in January.
The Family Art and Craft Group currently meeting in Great Cressingham is also going to be meeting in
Ashill, watch this space for further details as well as Facebook, Streetlife, Breckland View and the local
papers.
If anyone has any questions or would like to contact me for a chat about new projects or any existing
ones, please do not hesitate to contact me on 01953 880235 or 07856 876920.

The Men's Shed Team
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Contact us:
Business & Community

Dragonfly Gallery:

Development Manager

Arts & Events Manager

Suzanne Rhind
01953 880204
suzanne@wayland.org.uk

Dragonfly Gallery:
Arts & Events Manager

Susan Hollingworth
01953 880205
susan@wayland.org.uk

HAPPY Project

Susan Hollingworth

Jean Williams Outreach
Worker

01953 880205

01953 880235

susan@wayland.org.uk

jean@wayland.org.uk

Growing Together

Trustees

Pam Morgan

Jan Godfrey (Chair)

Outreach Worker

01953 880202

07503455263

jan@wayland.org.uk

pamela.wayland1@gmail.com

Visitor Centre

Heritage

Arts & Events Manager or duty
Steward

Bronwen Tyler
01953 483741

01953 880212

All other enquiries to
Reception:
01953 883915

Website: www.wayland.org.uk

Wayland Partnership, Wayland House, Watton, Norfolk IP25 6AR
Registered Charity No. 1081310: Company No. 3869712

8

