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Wayland Partnership News 

November 2016 

The Wayland Partnership promotes the  

Economic, Social, Cultural and Environmental  

Well-being of all who live and work in Wayland. 
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Introduction 

It is hard to believe that the clocks have gone back and that we are promoting Christmas events—where 

did the year go? Because we always need to plan our activities way in advance the time just flies by. If we 

need additional funding for a new project, from application to agreement takes at least three months 

and then it takes a further three months to recruit new staff/volunteers to deliver the project. If we are 

planning an event such as a conference or a Fair, then venues and speakers need to be booked well in 

advance so we are always working at least 6 months ahead of ourselves.  

2017 is already pretty-well booked! We have been inundated with enquiries for solo and shared 

exhibitions in the Gallery—which is both exciting and daunting. There will be ceramics and glass, acrylics, 

felting, mixed media shows, the photography challenge, and our own ‘Anything Goes—Again’ and the 

Annual and ever popular Christmas Exhibition. We will start the year in late February with ‘Once Upon a 

Time’ our Festival of Literature which will be a mix of art (cartoons, illustrations etc) writing and art 

workshops, ‘meet the author’ sessions, competitions—and fun.   

We are also already planning an Acorn Fair in January which is part of the Growing Together programme, 

a second Job Fair in March, the Health and Well-being Marquee at the Wayland Show in August and, 

possibly another Tourism event.  

One of the best things about our work is the lovely people we meet. Each day we have a steady stream 

of visitors to see us or our tenants. Some are just passing through, some need our help, some have 

brought their art work for us to see. Whatever their reason for coming they are almost unfailingly polite 

and friendly and grateful for the help we can offer. And we have made some lasting friendships. 

 

Calendar 

November 

5th -12th New Exhibition—Remembrance Dragonfly Gallery 

26th -Dec “23rd Alex’s Festive Experience Melsom Farm 

19th -Dec 17th ‘All I want for Christmas’ New Exhibition  

27th -Town Council  Festive Market 

28th-Watton Focus Meeting Broom Hall 5.45—6.50 

followed by Partnership Representatives Meeting  Broom Hall 7.00 

30th -Well Wayland Meeting  

December  

3rd.- Small Business Saturday 

3rd. -St. Mary’s Christmas Event 

19th. - Gallery Volunteers Christmas event 
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The Wayland Tourism Conference 

What an interesting day  we had on October 21st 

at the Tourism Conference.  

The Wayland Tourism Association’s new website, 

Visit Wayland, was launched by Mid-Norfolk MP 

George Freeman, amid some pleasing publicity 

which we hope will encourage local accommoda-

tion providers to sign up.  

The website, however, was launched as a part of 

a major Wayland Partnership event – the Tourism 

Conference. Tourism makes an enormous contri-

bution to the local economy, which should benefit 

all sectors either directly or indirectly. The aim of the conference was to highlight what Wayland has to offer and 

to look at ways of developing special interest breaks for discerning visitors to experience. We learned about local 

food, the amazing wildlife in Wayland and the Brecks, the opportunities for artists and photographers, the excep-

tional walks and cycle routes,  Wayland’s fascinating Heritage and the links to existing events such as the Wayland 

Show and the Festival. We also discussed how we can best  identify what is unique about Wayland and find ways 

to market the area to visitors from beyond our borders. It was helpful to be able to create links with representa-

tives from the County Council and the Local Economic Partnership who were with us for the day.  

Delegates attending said  the event was ‘thought provoking’ and offered great opportunities  for ‘networking’ and 

‘learning’.  

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 30th November, 2pm at 

Wayland House. The meeting is open to anyone with an interest, whether 

professional or personal, in health and wellbeing in the Wayland area. Please 

email Suzanne@wayland.org.uk if you would like further information.  

Wayland Men’s Shed 

I am delighted to announce that the Wayland Men’s Shed has found a home! 

From 1st November the group will be renting the ex Army Cadet Headquarters in 

Church Walk, Watton, thanks to the Wayland Partnership’s HAPPY project, which 

is funded by the People’s Health Trust. The group will continue to meet as a so-

cial group initially whilst we apply for additional funding to equip the workshop 

and also put in place proper plans and procedures for the Shed to operate safely 

and consistently.   

In the first instance the Shed will be open on Mondays 10am-2pm and Wednesdays 1pm-5pm. In the future we 

will also be offering an evening session for those who are unable to attend during the day. All men aged 18+ are 

welcome! Shedders will be attending the Watton Festive Market on November 27th so you can speak to some of 

the guys there to find out more. If you would like further information please visit our website 

www.wayland.org.uk , follow us on Facebook @waylandmensshed or if you are able to help in any way (such as 

donations of tools), please contact Suzanne. 
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Get the children in the Christmas spirit 

 

As Christmas fast approaches the preparations for Alex's Festive 

Experience, the area's biggest festive event, are well underway. 

Alex's Festive Experience is being staged at Melsop Farm Park in 

Scoulton and is the idea of local clown and entertainer Alex Mor-

ley. He saw a great opportunity to use the venue during the off 

peak time to its full potential. 

A spectacular Christmas show is to be housed in one of the barns 

which will be heated and transformed into a magical Christmas 

Theatre adorned with masses of seasonal lights and decorations. 

Alex said “This really is a wonderful Christmas event for the 

whole family. The show will appeal to all ages, not only children, 

and we really want to see as many people as possible down on 

the farm celebrating Christmas with us as it really will be magical 

and enchanting for children to come and enjoy.” 

The show will feature a wealth of performers with circus skills 

and our glamorous Showgirls, Singers, mind blowing magical illu-

sions and, of course, hilarious comedy from Alex himself. 

Alex said “As a child I was always entranced by the magic of 

Christmas, the lights, the music and of course the thought that Santa himself would soon be calling! I 

want to bring that feeling of the magic of Christmas that I am sure we all remember to all the children of 

Norfolk.” 

There will be many other festive attractions on the site including a Santa's Grotto, indoor and outdoor 

play areas and a chance to feed Santa's reindeer. All of this is included in the one admission price of £9.95 

for adults and £11.95 for children! 

But that's not all! There are many other attractions on offer including Face Painting and you can even give 

your youngsters a very special treat and let them have 'Breakfast with Santa'!! A unique opportunity to 

come along and enjoy a cooked breakfast with the man himself. Advance booking for this separate and 

very special Christmas Breakfast experience is essential – please contact the Booking Line on 01953 851 

943or 0771 7771 333 for full details. 

This is sure to be a sell out and as seating numbers in the Christmas Barn are limited you are advised to 

book as early as you can to avoid disappointment. The booking lines are open now on 01953 851 

943 or 0771 7771 333 so don’t be slow and miss the show!! 

Showtimes are: 

12.30pm and 3.30pm on the 26th & 27th November (Farm access 10am till 5pm) 

7pm on 2nd December (Farm access 5pm till 8pm) 

12.30pmrd & 4th December (Farm access 10am till 5pm) 

7pm on 9th December (Farm access 5pm till 8pm), 

12.30pm and 3.30pm on the 10th & 11th December (Farm access 10am till 5pm) 

7pm on 16th December (Farm access 5pm till 8pm), 

12.30pm and 3.30pm on the 17th until 23rd December (Farm access 10am till 5pm) 

We look forward to seeing you there for a brilliant Merry Christmas!!! 
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At the beginning of November the Dragonfly Gallery will be presenting  a very different  exhibition. 
Earlier in the year Staff, Trustees and Volunteers were all saddened by the passing of one of our Gallery 
patrons, Peggy Spencer. The whole of the Dancing World mourned her loss and some wonderful tribute 
events were held. Glo Jackson, one of our volunteers, suggested that we also  hold a tribute event and 
that has turned into a Remembrance event in recognition of all those we have loved and those we have 
lost. Once that decision was made there was a flurry of activity as our crafters began to knit and crochet 
poppies. In addition to the memories of Peggy, there will be paintings (where the poppy theme is 
strong!) with some very poignant stories behind them, and the special edition of the Heritage book The 
Impact of World War One on Wayland’ will be on display for the first time. 
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Growing Together Project 

What a terrific response to date for the Wayland Partnership/Postcode 

Lottery Growing Together Project. 

Communities and wildlife will both benefit alike from this exciting new envi-

ronmental initiative, which aims to breathe new life into green spaces in 

Watton and our beautiful Wayland Villages. 

We shall be working in conjunction with the Norfolk Wildlife Trust who are  

supporting the project by taking on the surveying of all our churchyards in 

Spring/early Summer of 2017. Some of our churchyards have never had a 

survey of their wildlife, flora and fauna so who knows what gems might be 

discovered! 

There is really so very much out there for communities to ‘tap into’ to help 

create wildlife rich environments for all to enjoy.  Expert advice, guidance 

and ‘free trees’ are on offer from The Woodland Trust. Their aim is to pro-

vide ‘’a legacy of memories for future generations by creating woods and 

copses which we can all enjoy for years to come’’. Just think, if our children get involved in the planting they can come 

back in 50 years and say I planted that! 

Various tree packs are available from small groups of trees or hedges to large packs designed to provide hedging or trees 

for one acre of land. Varieties can be also be selected such as year-round colour, wildlife, working wood, wild harvest, 

wetland or wild wood. Community orders need to be submitted by the end of December for March 2017 delivery. So, if 

your community group has not already considered getting involved with the Growing Together Project there is still time.  

For more information about getting involved or entry criteria for ‘free tree’ packs from the Woodland Trust please get in 

touch with Pam Morgan, Project Worker at Wayland House, High Street, Watton. 

Telephone:-  01953 883915              E mail :- pamela.wayland1@gmail.com 

The Acorn Fair. (funded by the people’s postcode lottery.) 

A date for the diary!  January always seems such a quiet time of the year after all the frenetic happenings of the Festive 

Season, not so in 2017 with the Acorn Fair happening at the Queen’s Hall, Watton.  

To complement the aims of the community Growing Together Project the theme of the fair will be Nurture. Nature. Fu-

ture  and will encompass and promote all aspects of conservation, wildlife and the natural world. Come along and see 

which project your community is taking part in with local maps, photographs and information. 

There will be lots of activities for young and old alike including workshops to encourage children to ‘go wild’ in the great 

outdoors and connect with nature. Come along and learn about such diverse subjects as ‘the wonders of wormeries’, and 

the art of composting. Discover all about the natural habitat of The Breck’s and its diverse wildlife, including a photo-

graphic exhibition and stands from all the major wildlife and conservation charities. 

All the old favourites of tombola, lucky dips, arts and crafts will be on offer plus the chance to plant a daffodil and make a 

wish, or Grow an Oak Tree from our acorns. If the January weather brings a lovely crisp, chilly  day  bacon rolls and 

steaming mugs of hot chocolate, tea and coffee will be on sale. 

So, put the date of Saturday 21st January 2017, 10.00am until 2.00pm in your diary now and we look forward to seeing 

you there. 

 . 
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Pictures of the Town Firework Display by Neal Trafankowski 

There have been enthusiastic  reports from across the community for this event. The young people loved it 
and parents really appreciated that the Town Council had provided such a well-organised family event. 

 

The Activities of The HAPPY Project   

I am pleased to report that The HAPPY Project is positively buzzing with events. The New 

Social Group still has no new name but grows each time we all meet. Steve in consultation 

with the group members has taken the Bull by the Horns and organised a Ghost Walk in 

Norwich, while Anita has booked a rink at The Bowling Alley in Dereham. Meetings will 

continue in the Watton area, we couldn’t find a suitable afternoon date for November so the 

group agreed that they would meet once this month at The Hare and Barrel on Monday 21st 

November 2016 at 7:00pm. 

The Games Group continues to meet in the Library every Friday afternoon and are enjoying 

one another’s company as well as pitting their wits against each other! Haven’t heard any 

rumours of gamesmanship yet. 

The Family Art and Craft Group that is currently meeting at Great Cressingham Village Hall has 

a very small number of people attending, which is sad, because those who do attend enjoy 

the activities enormously. Just this last weekend we carved pumpkins and made masks from 

paper plates as well as icing cupcakes adults and children alike said that they had a fantastic 

time. The next meeting of this group will be on 12th November 2016 from 10:00 am to 12:00 

noon, activities are yet to be decided, but watch this space, I am sure that they will involve 

some messy activity and maybe some baking which is always popular. 

The Steering Committee members work hard delivering posters around the town and are very 

supportive of the ideas that I bring to them. We welcome two new members Clare and Nicky, 

we look forward to working with them..   

Look out at the end of the month when once again we will be joining forces with other folks from the Wayland 

Partnership when we will have a presence at The Watton Festive Market where we will be spreading the word and 

sharing the happenings of The HAPPY Project .    
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About the Wayland Partnership  

The Partnership was formed as a company limited by guarantee in 1999 and in 2000 was the first Com-
munity Partnership to achieve charitable status. The Partner representatives meet bi-monthly to dis-
cuss/approve activity. 

THE PARTNERSHIP VISION AGREED IN  2000 

To create and sustain a knowledge-based economy for the Wayland area focused on the heritage, cul-
ture and the natural and built environment of the market town of Watton and the surrounding village 
communities, to the benefit of all who live, work and visit here. 

AIM 

To promote the economic, social, cultural and environmental, well-being of the Wayland 
area. 

OBJECTIVES 

The Wayland Partnership will achieve its vision by:- 

 celebrating local distinctiveness in both the market town of Watton and the thirteen rural  parish-
es which make up its hinterland. 

 enabling and delivering activities and projects identified by the community and agreed by the 
Partner parishes and organisations in the action plan. 

 responding to the needs of the whole Wayland Community, but especially those who are most 
deprived. 

 promoting and encouraging lifelong learning projects enabling access to opportunities to improve 
learning and skills. 

 promoting and encouraging healthy living projects and supporting community health and safety 

 supporting the business community and encouraging new growth. 

 supporting and enabling town centre enhancement. 

 providing facilities and activities to support and encourage an increase in visitors to the Wayland 
area  

 seeking ways to ensure access to essential services as well as to leisure and learning for those 
who need it. 

 supporting and enabling improvements to the environment, protecting the flora and fauna and 
SSSIs and ensuring that it is safe and attractive for all.  

 supporting and enabling improvements in facilities and opportunities for both young and retired 
residents 

 supporting Partner Parishes in developing action plans from their community appraisals. 

 Seeking funding streams to allow delivery of the action plan 

 representing  the Wayland-wide Community’s needs and wishes with Public, Private and Volun-
tary Sector bodies when appropriate.  

 Lobbying on behalf of Partners when requested 
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Contact us:  

Business & Community   

Development Manager 

Suzanne Rhind 

01953 880204 

suzanne@wayland.org.uk 

 

Dragonfly Gallery: 

Arts & Events Manager 

Susan Hollingworth 

01953 880205 

susan@wayland.org.uk 

 

Growing Together 

Pam Morgan 

 Outreach Worker 

07503455263 

pamela.wayland1@gmail.com 

 

Visitor Centre 

Arts & Events Manager or duty 
Steward 

01953 880212 

 

All other enquiries to 

Reception: 

01953 883915 

 

Website: www.wayland.org.uk 

 

 

 

Dragonfly Gallery: 

Arts & Events Manager 

Susan Hollingworth 

01953 880205 

susan@wayland.org.uk 

 

HAPPY Project 

Jean Williams Outreach 
Worker 

01953 880235 

jean@wayland.org.uk 

 

Trustees 

Jan Godfrey (Chair) 

01953 880202 

jan@wayland.org.uk 

 

 

Heritage 

Bronwen Tyler 

01953 483741 

 

 

 


