
Dates for the Diary  

Partners Planning meeting TBC 
October 6th 10—12 Dementia Café  Watton CCC  followed by Lunch 12.30 
October 9th 7.00pm Partnership Anniversary Celebration  Broom Hall 
November 14th & 15th WWI Heritage event Sports Centre  
November 24th Business training—Pensions Workshop 
November 25th Well Wayland Meeting 
November 25th SNAP meeting 2.00pm 
November 30th Representatives' meeting 7.00pm 
December 15th Gallery Volunteers’ Lunch  
January 29th 2016 8.00am Farmhouse Breakfast Broom Hall 
 

Parish Clerks, Organisation secretaries, please share this newsletter with your   

elected members and community groups.  

October 

2015 

Introduction 

September has been a month of planning and waiting. It is the time  of year when we begin to plan the pro-

gramme for the Gallery for the following year and to prepare the marketing and publicity leaflets  - always a busy 

and exciting time as we look ahead. This year we have also been writing funding bids—and waiting for the out-

come has challenged our level of tolerance as the decision is delayed or more information is required. In recent 

months we have attended funding meetings and studied the conditions and requirements to put ourselves in the 

best possible position and will put together a detailed business plan so that we can respond to funders as  quickly 

as possible.  

 

In order to try to ensure that in our planning we meet the needs of the community we serve, we are looking at 

different ways of reaching people—simple questionnaires, internet surveys etc. and one way we will do this is  

through our celebratory event on October 9th.  The main purpose of this event is, of course, to celebrate our 15 

years as a charity. The Partners who signed up for this adventure way back in 1998, have, in the main stayed with 

us throughout, indeed some of them have been more active and involved than in earlier years, and even when the 

Partner Parish or organisation has been less engaged, members of their community have continued to benefit 

from our services, enjoying the Gallery, attending courses or seeking help and advice.  

 

We also thought that this event would be a good opportunity to raise some funds. Most of our Parish Partners 

provide an annual donation which we are able to use as match funding for small projects. However some of the 

future projects that require funding need a much higher percentage of match funding and this is a challenge!  So 

for the first time in our 15 year history, we will be  holding a fundraising auction as a part of the celebratory event.  

Our generous partners and friends have provided us with a wide range of different items to auction and we hope it 

will provide a good deal of fun as well as funds. We are very grateful for their support and for the sponsorship of 

Spire Solicitors.  

 

The other project which has been taking our planning time is the Commemorative event as a part of our Heritage 

Lottery funded World War One (see poster and details on Page 2). Because this is likely to be a very popular event 

and there is a limit to the amount of seating available, admission to the talk on Saturday 14th and the Commemo-

ration on Sunday 15th is by ticket only. The tickets are free and at the moment there are plenty of them but they 

are going quickly so if you wish to attend, pop in to Wayland House to collect some. 

 

An appeal 

In addition to our wonderful Mosaic  Exhibition, we have been offering Mosaic workshops which have been re-

ceived with enormous enthusiasm. The most important element of a mosaic is the ceramic or glass to create the 

design so next time you drop or discard a plate  or a vase or anything made of ceramic or glass, don’t throw it in 

the bin, recycle it to us at Wayland House where it will be put to very good, and artistic, use! 



Come and join us for this very special event commemorating those who served 

and, especially, those from the Wayland area who lost their lives, in the Great War. 

The Exhibition is open on both Saturday and Sunday with displays from the Way-

land Villages and from Thompson and Watton WIs. Tickets for Neil Storey’s talk and 

the Commemorative event are only available from Wayland House and they are go-

ing very quickly! 



 

On Tuesday 29th September we held our first Well 

Wayland meeting for some time. Following the 

success of the Health & Wellbeing Marquee at the 

Wayland Show, we thought it was a good time to 

get everyone together who is working in Wayland 

in the health and wellbeing field to share information, identify gaps in provision and look at how those 

needs are best met.  

A fantastically vibrant session led by Michelle Savage (aka Shelly Telly) introduced the group to the ABCD 

Project (Asset Based Community Development Project). ABCD celebrates the skills, talents and gifts of 

every human being. It’s about people coming together to make things better where they live – growing 

communities from the inside out. It’s about asking “what’s strong with you?” not “what’s wrong with 

you?” .   

All of the attendees talked about the work they were doing in Wayland around health and wellbeing and 

it was fantastic to hear that there is so much happening. Through this group we can ensure we all work 

together to help even more people when they need it most. 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 25th November, 10am at Wayland House. The meeting is 

open to anyone with an interest, whether professional or personal, in health and wellbeing in the Way-

land area. Please email Suzanne@wayland.org.uk if you would like further information.  

Business Pension Workshop 

Do you employ people? Unsure about what the forthcoming Pension Auto-Enrolment means for your 

business?  

If so, this workshop being held at Wayland House may be just the thing you need. Led by Clair Rylands of 

Danica TCL and Kevin Trett an Independent Financial Advisor, this informative evening will take you 

through the basics and help you to put plans in place that suit the needs of your business and your em-

ployees. 

The workshop will be held on Tuesday 24th November, 17:30-20:30 at Wayland House, Watton. Tickets 

are just £15 and include light refreshments. To book your place please email Suzanne@wayland.org.uk .   

Wanted! Volunteer Receptionist/Administrator at Wayland House 

Are you looking for a rewarding role where no day is the same? 

…..Where you get to meet new people and make a difference to other people’s lives? 

…..Where you will work as part of a small but friendly team who work hard but enjoy a laugh? 

….Where your contribution will be valued and recognised? 

….Where you can learn new skills or practice old ones? 

Hours Required:   9:00 – 13:00 Mon – Fri Minimum 4 hours per week, up to maximum 20 hours per 

    week 

Job Purpose:    To support the Wayland Partnership staff and trustees by staffing reception and 

 providing administrative  assistance 

Contact:  Suzanne@wayland.org.uk to find out more. 



Watton Sports Association 

“No news is good news” as they say, and as we 

have not heard anything, we can only presume 

that our licence has not been contested.  This 

means we can continue forging ahead making a 

success of the Association.  We have introduced a 

two-tier pricing system to add value to our mem-

berships, and so all members can pay a deposit for 

a swipe card and receive hefty discounts on their 

drinks.  This card can also be used in our Gallery Bar if you are attending any private events up 

there!  We have had a major upsurge in memberships due to this system and in just 4 weeks we 

have taken 130 Social memberships which is amazing!  The bar is still a members club bar, and 

non-members must be signed in as a guest, and unless membership is taken, they will pay non-

member prices.  Now that our members receive value for their membership, the atmosphere 

has been electric!  Why not come down and see what’s going on here now J 

We were the victims of an arson attack early on in September of the football stands, and we are 

currently putting together a claim to have the site cleared and made good.  Many have come 

forward with ideas to help – both financial and practical help – and if you happened to be one of 

those kind persons, please do accept our heartfelt thanks.  We will update once we are ready to 

make good again! 

We had our AGM in September, and a committee has been elected.  Our Chairman and Secre-

tary remain in their respective appointments, and we are excited to see two new committee 

members elected.  A very positive Committee meeting of the new team followed the AGM and 

was very positive with regard to moving forward. 

We have for you in October, the 23rd to be precise, our James Bond night!!  All are welcome, so 

do please buy your tickets as soon as you can as they are to be made available to both members 

and non-members at only £5 each.  There will be a themed raffle, along with prizes for the best 

dressed: categories are Bond, Bond Girl and Bond Villain!!!  We are all very excited, and not only 

does your ticket get you in to this event, you will also receive a Vodka Martini on arrival and will 

also be entertained by the fabulous local function band “The Ideals” who will be performing 

songs from the James Bond series for the very first time!  Do hurry and make sure you do not 

miss out on this fabulous event!  

New!!!!  Yes something else new for you, in conjunction with ABC Attleborough, we are pleased 

to confirm that we have a Boxing Fitness class for all ages and abilities.  This is a mixed class for 

adults (over 16s please).  It has been very well received, and there is still space for more to join 

in.  It is minimal contact, so no risk of looking like you’ve come out of a boxing ring – it is purely 

fitness using boxing moves…..why not give it a try, it’s only £4 per session, Tuesday evening at 

6.30pm!! 

With so much going on, why not give us a whirl?  Come down to the Centre 

soon, and find out what our members are talking about! 

As always, thanks for reading!  Lisa Savage – your friendly Centre Manager! 



Youth Focus 

It is really good news that at last it has been 

possible to create a youth café for the 

young people of the Wayland area. It will 

be based at the Christian Community Cen-

tre, will be run by the Breckland Youth Ad-

visory Board and North Breckland Youth for 

Christ  and is FREE!! Dates and details are 

on the flyer on the left. It looks as if there 

will be plenty to do. 

This will go a long way to meeting the 

needs of the younger people (Year 6 up-

wards) but there is still no provision for the 

older teenagers. We have begun discussions with a number of people about re-establishing the Wayland 

Youth Council—there is a long way to go and consultation to undertake, but a very worthwhile project. 

In the meantime we have bid for some funding for some inter-generational projects with young people 

teaching older residents the mysteries of tablets, mobile phones, apps and the like while older people 

share their knowledge of gardening, and the environment with younger people. There will also be an op-

portunity for young people to identify areas in their own community which need improvement where 

they could plant saplings and wildflowers. They will need to learn new skills as they negotiate with land-

owners and their local council. 

 

Dementia Aware 

The Dementia Café meets on the first Tuesday of each month from 10.00am 

until 12.00 at the Christian Community Centre in Watton High Street. We 

play games such as cards and dominoes, listen to music and sing-along when 

we know the words. In June we borrowed reminiscence materials from the 

library and we enjoy a tea or coffee and a biscuit. Following the Café on Oc-

tober 6th, carers, the cared for and the volunteers will be sharing a lunch at 

the Willow House. 

The Café has been very successful so far, but we do have room for more peo-

ple with dementia and their carers. Call Jan on 01953 880202 for more infor-

mation. 

 

 

 



The imagination and skill demonstrated by the artists who have exhibited at the Gallery this year has 

been inspirational. Currently in the Gallery is the textile work of Pauline Wrighton with her stunning 

pictures and delicate bowls and flowers.   

The next exhibition is ‘When Autumn Leaves Start  to fall’ and begins on the 24th. Once more there 

are some lovely pictures which really demonstrate the colours of Autumn. 

Each month we count the number of visitors to the Gallery and we are delighted to report that they 

are up significantly from last year at the same time and the sales of artists’ and crafters’ work  has also 

increased. 

The Festive season will soon be upon us; Halloween  will happen during the Autumn Exhibition and we 

would like to decorate with pumpkins etc.  If anyone is growing pumpkins and will have some to 

spare—we will be grateful recipients.  

We are also beginning to focus on next year and on increasing our image as a tourism destination. We 

need to  spread the word more widely about our lovely little Gallery and what the Wayland area has 

to offer. 



About the Wayland Partnership  

The Partnership was formed as a company limited by guarantee in 1999 and in 2000 was 
the first Community Partnership to achieve charitable status. The Partner representa-
tives meet bi-monthly to discuss/approve activity. 

THE PARTNERSHIP VISION AGREED IN 2000 

To create and sustain a knowledge-based economy for the Wayland area focused on the 
heritage, culture and the natural and built environment of the market town of Watton 
and the surrounding village communities, to the benefit of all who live, work and visit 
here. 

AIM 

To promote the economic, social, cultural and environmental, well-being of the Wayland 
area. 

OBJECTIVES 

The Wayland Partnership will achieve its vision by:- 

 celebrating local distinctiveness in both the market town of Watton and the thir-
teen rural  parishes which make up its hinterland. 

 enabling and delivering activities and projects identified by the community and 
agreed by the Partner parishes and organisations in the action plan. 

 responding to the needs of the whole Wayland Community, but especially those 
who are most deprived. 

 promoting and encouraging lifelong learning projects enabling access to opportuni-
ties to improve learning and skills. 

 promoting and encouraging healthy living projects and supporting community 
health and safety 

 supporting the business community and encouraging new growth. 

 supporting and enabling town centre enhancement. 

 providing facilities and activities to support and encourage an increase in visitors to 
the Wayland area  

 seeking ways to ensure access to essential services as well as to leisure and learning 
for those who need it. 

 supporting and enabling improvements to the environment, protecting the flora 
and fauna and SSSIs and ensuring that it is safe and attractive for all.  

 supporting and enabling improvements in facilities and opportunities for both 
young and retired residents 

 supporting Partner Parishes in developing action plans from their community ap-
praisals. 

 Seeking funding streams to allow delivery of the action plan 

 representing  the Wayland-wide Community’s needs and wishes with Public, Pri-
vate and Voluntary Sector bodies when appropriate.  

 Lobbying on behalf of Partners when requested 



Contact us:  

Business & Community  Development Manager 

Suzanne Rhind 

01953 880204 

suzanne@wayland.org.uk 

 

Dragonfly Gallery: 

Arts & Events Manager 

Susan Hollingworth 

01953 880205 

susan@wayland.org.uk 

 

Trustees 

Jan Godfrey (Chair) 

01953 880202 

jan@wayland.org.uk 

 

Visitor Centre 

Arts & Events Manager or duty Steward 

01953 880212 

 

Heritage 

Bronwen Tyler 

01953 483741 

 

All other enquiries to 

Reception: 

01953 883915 

 

Website: www.wayland.org.uk 


