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The Wayland Partnership promotes the
Economic, Social, Cultural and Environmental
Well-being of all who live and work in Wayland.
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Introduction
The Newsletter this month is full of information about events and activities between now and Christmas.
With so much going on there should be something for everyone to enjoy.
In the past week or so we have been reminiscing about Watton in years gone by as a result of Julian
posting some of his pictures of Watton in the past on a Facebook page (Pictures of Watton). There is a
video of the Carnival in 1987 and of the street games the Round Table used to organise in the High Street.
There are also some lovely pictures of Loch Neaton in its 1940’s heyday with the bowling green and the
bandstand and hordes of children watching entertainment of some kind.
The Happy Project is beginning to attract interest; the Games afternoon on Friday and the initial meeting
of the Social Club were well attended. There has been some very positive response to the Growing
Together project and the Men’s Shed group are going from strength to strength—but they are still
seeking a suitable venue.
We are looking forward with enthusiasm to the Tourism Conference on the 21st, which we hope will
really help to inform the major funding bid we are developing. We have been collecting some very useful
data to help us with evidence. There are still a few places available for the conference; if anyone is
interested in attending, please contact Jan as soon as possible.
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The Wayland Tourism Conference

The Wayland Partnership and the Wayland Tourism Association are planning a Tourism event on October 21st at Broom Hall Country Hotel in Saham Toney. The event is for anyone who is interested in developing and
promoting tourism in Wayland and the Brecks; booking is essential to
manage catering and the venue.
The Partnership is currently planning a funding bid, following extensive
consultation which will focus on tourism as a part of economic development for the Wayland area. Trustees and Partners have agreed the proposal in principle; the conference will help to inform and guide the detail
of the bid.
Speakers will include Anthony Davison, founder of Big Barn, the website
that helps people to identify sources of local food, Matthew Blissett from the Norfolk Wildlife Trust, Ben
Handford from Naked Marketing and MP George Freeman, who will speak about the importance of Tourism to the local economy. He will also launch the new Visit Norfolk website and logo, created by Debbie
Harris of 2upcreative for the Wayland Tourism Association.
In between the presentations, the delegates will work in groups on a number of ‘planning for real’ exercises, developing the Visit Wayland experience.
Anyone wishing to attend the conference should contact Jan (01953 880202 jan@jangodfrey.net) for a
booking form.
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The Dragonfly Gallery

Our current Exhibition is ‘Autumn Spectrum ‘a solo show
by Liz Reed who has taken part in mixed exhibitions in
the Gallery in the past. This show displays the range of
Liz’s talent –there are watercolours, acrylics, pen and
ink, engravings, painted pebbles and crochet, all framed
or presented in a variety of styles.
In addition to her painting talents, Liz also entertained
us at her launch on October 1st together with the Wymondham Ukulele Group. The guests really enjoyed this
and happily joined in the choruses.
Liz’s show lasts until the 15th and we have a small breathing space until our next show begins on November 5th when we will have a week-long show devoted to Remembrance. This is in addition to our
original programme and was suggested by our volunteers after our patron, Peggy Spencer MBE passed
away earlier this year. Since then volunteers have been busy creating poppies, artists are working on
their contribution and we will be displaying the special copy of the WWI Heritage Book. November is
the month for remembering those we have lost in war or in peace and this should be a really special
event.
And that will bring us to the Festive season. At the moment with the sun still shining, Christmas seems
a long way off – but we have to plan ahead and the details of this year’s Christmas Exhibition “All I
want for Christmas” are going out very soon. This is always a fun exhibition with a wonderful range of
cards and crafts providing unique gifts that cannot be purchased elsewhere.
We are already planning for 2017 which will start with ‘Once Upon a Time’ —the Wayland Book Week
which will be a celebration of the arts, especially literature. We have had a number of requests for solo
and group shows so it will be a busy year!

St Mary’s Church Field, Watton
A Special Christmas Weekend
December 3rd 10.00 – 2.00
A Fair with Messy Church activities,
& Santa in his Grotto
All are welcome, especially
Children & Young People’s Groups
To book a £5 table to raise funds, call 01953 881252
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Watton Town Council have announced
that they will be presenting a Grand
Firework Display this Autumn for the
residents of Watton. Project leader and
Vice Chairman of Watton Town Council,
Councillor Stan Hebborn said; “A number
of people have commented on the fact
that Watton hasn’t had a public firework
display for many years and how much
such an event means to the community.
The Council have taken this on board, so
this year, we are presenting a Grand
Firework Display which we hope will be
well attended and enjoyed by the
community. The Firework Display will be
in two parts – the first being at 6pm for
the enjoyment of younger people as it
will be very pretty and colourful and
without Bangs, with the Main Display
taking place at 7pm, featuring a full 15
minute display culminating in a Grand
Finale. To make the event more
enjoyable, and to pass the time between
displays there will be fairground rides,
hot food and drinks vendors as well as a
face painter and a number of community
group stalls!”
Stan went on to say, “It is hoped that,
should the event be a success, it may
well be held every year, to the delight of
the community and bringing visitors and
trade to Watton. For this event there will
be no entry charge and parking is free,
although there will be opportunity for
people to make a donation on the evening if they feel that they have had an enjoyable time and would like to see the event
repeated next year”. Stan did add a note of caution, “Of course we have to give due consideration to both domestic and farm
animals and as such I have spoken at length with Marcus at Knotts Yard Veterinary practice, who is more than satisfied with
our arrangements, as he agrees that a one-off planned display of 15 minutes on one day, on the outskirts of town will
absolutely minimise distress to animals compared to lots and lots of displays over a longer period. It is hoped that this event
will reduce the need to have small, private firework events at home, and ultimately, a free public display is cheaper and safer
than the smallest box of fireworks! We do want everyone to enjoy the event and have a good time, but in order to make this a
complete success, we rely on the public to help us.
Do’s
Dress appropriately and carry a torch.
Listen to the PA announcements and comply with instructions of stewards
Do Not’s
Bring pets or their own fireworks/sparklers
Bring children’s toys such as scooters
tablets or other valuable items
Bring alcohol etc.

When? Saturday 29th October 2016 4pm until 8pm Where?
Wayland Showground, Brandon Road Watton.
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ITS SHOWTIME!!
We have our fantastic Christmas show that will be showing twice daily! All set in our lovely theatre which will be
adorned with Christmas decorations and twinkling lights! Come and see hilarious comedy from Alex alongside an
international cast of stars including acrobats from the famous Romanian state circus, dancers, singers, mind blowing illusions and much, much more! This really is a magical show for the whole family!!!
Come and visit Santa in his magical grotto! The elves will lead you through the magical winter wonderland of snow
filled trees and glistening lights before heading in to see the man himself! Every child will receive a present and
some magical reindeer food THIS IS ALL INCLUDED WITHIN THE ADMISSION PRICE!
BREAKFAST WITH SANTA!! On selected dates yourself and your family can come and enjoy a delicious cooked
breakfast with Santa. The elves will be mingling around the tables making balloon models for all the guests and
causing mischief! After this you can enjoy the rest of our brilliant attractions including Santa's grotto and the spectacular christmas show. Booking for this is essential as places and availability are limited so book your table now!
Call 07717771333 or 01953 851943 for more information!

The Festive Experience will be open 10am until 5pm on 26th and 27th November, 3rd,4th,10th,11th December and every day from the 16th until the 23rd December. We also have evening opening times from 5pm
until 8pm on the 2nd, 9th and 16th December. As of the 1st week in October you will be able to book your tickets for the Festive Experience with one simple phone call! Booking is advised as the seating capacity in the theatre is limited and we would hate for people to be disappointed! Look out for our posters and leaflets in shops
very soon that will explain all this much clearer for you and also how to book! We hope to see you there .
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Stow Bedon’s Indian Prince H.H. Frederick Victor Duleep Singh (Prince Freddy).
Saturday 12th November 2016 2.30 p.m.
At St Margaret’s Church, Breckles, NR17 1ES
A talk by Peter Bance, Historian on the Last Maharaja of the Punjab and the Duleep
Singh family.
Prince Frederick was a devout Christian and was instrumental in saving several Norfolk
Churches.
In 1906 Frederick took up residence at Breckles Cottage (renaming it Breckles House),
Stow Bedon as a tenant of Charles Bateman Hanbury. He was often referred to locally as
“The Black Prince”. Prince Frederick lived at Breckles House until 1909, when he secured
a long lease for the larger Blo' Norton Hall, where he spent the rest of his life until he
died in 1926.
The fascinating history of the Last Maharaja of the Punjab and his children is detailed in
two books written and compiled by historian Peter Bance Sovereign, ‘Squire and Rebel
Maharaja Duleep Singh’ and ‘The Duleep Singhs, the Photograph Album of Queen
Victoria’s Maharaja’.
In this, the 90th anniversary year of Prince Frederick’s death, we are extremely fortunate to announce that Peter Bance
who has written and lectured extensively on the Duleep Singh Family will be giving at talk at St Margaret’s Church,
Breckles at 2.30pm on Saturday 12th November.
Copies of Peter Bance’s books will be available for those wishing to buy a copy and he will be signing copies after the
talk.
Tickets at £5 are limited. Please telephone to reserve a ticket as soon as possible:
Karen Allen 01953 498 408
Ann Cuthbert 01953 483 128
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About the Wayland Partnership
The Partnership was formed as a company limited by guarantee in 1999 and in 2000 was the first Community Partnership to achieve charitable status. The Partner representatives meet bi-monthly to discuss/approve activity.

THE PARTNERSHIP VISION AGREED IN 2000
To create and sustain a knowledge-based economy for the Wayland area focused on the heritage, culture and the natural and built environment of the market town of Watton and the surrounding village
communities, to the benefit of all who live, work and visit here.

AIM
To promote the economic, social, cultural and environmental, well-being of the Wayland
area.
OBJECTIVES
The Wayland Partnership will achieve its vision by:

celebrating local distinctiveness in both the market town of Watton and the thirteen rural parishes which make up its hinterland.



enabling and delivering activities and projects identified by the community and agreed by the
Partner parishes and organisations in the action plan.



responding to the needs of the whole Wayland Community, but especially those who are most
deprived.



promoting and encouraging lifelong learning projects enabling access to opportunities to improve
learning and skills.



promoting and encouraging healthy living projects and supporting community health and safety



supporting the business community and encouraging new growth.



supporting and enabling town centre enhancement.



providing facilities and activities to support and encourage an increase in visitors to the Wayland
area



seeking ways to ensure access to essential services as well as to leisure and learning for those
who need it.



supporting and enabling improvements to the environment, protecting the flora and fauna and
SSSIs and ensuring that it is safe and attractive for all.



supporting and enabling improvements in facilities and opportunities for both young and retired
residents



supporting Partner Parishes in developing action plans from their community appraisals.



Seeking funding streams to allow delivery of the action plan



representing the Wayland-wide Community’s needs and wishes with Public, Private and Voluntary Sector bodies when appropriate.



Lobbying on behalf of Partners when requested
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Contact us:
Business & Community Development Manager
Suzanne Rhind
01953 880204
suzanne@wayland.org.uk

Dragonfly Gallery:
Arts & Events Manager
Susan Hollingworth
01953 880205
susan@wayland.org.uk

HAPPY Project
Jean Williams Outreach Worker
01953 880235
jean@wayland.org.uk

Trustees
Jan Godfrey (Chair)
01953 880202
jan@wayland.org.uk

Visitor Centre
Arts & Events Manager or duty Steward
01953 880212

Heritage
Bronwen Tyler
01953 483741

All other enquiries to
Reception:
01953 883915
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